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There is a general trend in Health politics in Norway and many other European countries to move services down in the hierarchy. To move them down from specialist care in hospitals to primary care at general practitioners and from general practitioners to the patients themselves. In Norway this is done according to an overall principle of carrying out services at the lowest possible effective level of care and as a consequence of increased demands on institutions and services to perform cost-effective. Furthermore it is a main goal for Norwegian Health authorities to provide more “close-to-patient” services and consequently to provide better follow-up and better information to patients as they relate to different services, institutions and personnel at different stages in their lives. 
E-health and telemedicine are ways of providing services that fits well into a picture of decentralised health care. By implementing information and communication technologies in health care, information, knowledge and expertise can be moved closer to the patient and more independent of the location of institutions, doctors and other health care personnel. 
Naturally, a change like this leads to new challenges such as organisational, economical, medical and legal. Some of these are very fundamental, and represents major challenges to the traditional way of service provision.
This presentation will address some important legal challenges of increased decentralisation of health care services. Examples of such challenges are uncertainties concerning responsibility and liability, quality of service, sharing of information, security and confidentiality, contractual issues, etc. The presentation is based on work done within this area in three projects at the Norwegian Centre of Telemedicine, all dealing with different levels- and ways of decentralising services from the specialist level to general practitioners. In these projects we try to identify relevant legal challenges and to suggest solutions to them and this presentation will present some of the findings of these studies. 
